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GUIDELINES FOR “SUSPENDED” LICENSEES

Idaho’s license laws impose certain duties and consequences upon the salesperson or broker whose
license is “suspended” as part of a disciplinary action taken pursuant to the Commission’s
“Disciplinary Powers” or “suspended” under the statute’s “Automatic Suspension” provisions.
This Guideline is intended to outline those duties and consequences. (This Guideline is not
intended to address a situation in which the license has “expired” after the license period has
elapsed and the license is not renewed.)

1. A person whose license is suspended is in the same position as an unlicensed person. Such
person may not engage in any real estate activity that requires a real estate license, e.g., he or
she may not list, sell, buy, or negotiate, or offer to list, sell or buy or negotiate the purchase,
sale, option or exchange of real estate.

2. The person whose license is suspended may receive compensation during the suspended
period only for acts performed during the period in which the person was properly licensed.
For example, if the person negotiated a sale during the licensed period, the person may receive
payment for performance of those acts even though the sale closes during the suspended
period.

3. If the suspended person is a designated broker, any transaction that is closed during the period
of suspension must be finalized by either another broker, an attorney, a title company, or a
financial institution.

4. All advertising naming the suspended licensee, including but not limited to signs on office
buildings and on “for sale” properties, must be removed. All evidence of the person’s licensure
must be removed from public view.

5. If the suspended person is the designated broker, and if no other broker is designated to act
for the brokerage company, the office must be closed during the period of suspension, and the
licenses of all associated licensees will be made inactive by the Commission. Telephone
service should be canceled, or the telephone must be answered by indicating to all callers that
the office is closed due to the suspension of the broker’s real estate license.

If the suspended person is the designated broker for a licensed business entity, the law grants the
entity ten (10) business days to designate a new broker. If no new broker is designated within the
statutory period, the license of the entity is terminated, and the licenses of all associated licensees
are inactivated by the Commission.

This guideline is not a new law but is an agency interpretation of existing law.
For more information on this guideline, please contact:
MiChell Bird, Executive Officer at michell.bird@dopl.idaho.gov
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